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101 Easy Ways to

- Decorate Your
% __,_mi‘é“‘e‘”\ﬁth Art:

in this job, I've coimd LI W th a ghort list of favorite decor dos and don’ts, The first
rule: Same as in fashion, lessis more, The second: 1f evervbody else has it, don't get
it CNext vear, iU be so last yvear. ) Third: Art is essential

I can't tell yvou how many marvelous spaces | 've scouted—histonc addresses, pris
tine architecture, note-perfect furmishings—where evervthing is in place ... excepl
on the walls, Pantings, it seems, are always the last to arrive

I 'understand homeowners” hesitation. | get it (Heally, [ do. See page 28.) Just
the prospect of butlding an art collection seems esoteric and « xpensive, Having to
display that collection? Downright daunting

Afterall, the art vou love reveals who vou are, who vou imagine yvourself to be. To

show art in vour home is to bare vour soul to the world —or at least to yvour hous

guests, Sure, furniture, accessories, finishes and architecture make statements about

thelr owners, too, But, somehow, astil sketeh hanang above the breakfnst table, @
surrealist photograph over the mantle, even a traditional oil in a library will always
make more of a statement than the tabl r the hreplace or the hibrary itself

Which is why I have so much respect for the homes and homeowners in our issui
Fhese elever folks, from up-and-coming Bella Vista illustrators Gina Triplett and
Maltt Curtius (page 62) to lifelong Melrose Park collectors Mae and Herbert Kurtz
(peige 540, from achic and talented Main Line family (page 46) to a land=scape designer

i a folk-art alicionado in Bucks County (page 36)

have managed to infuse artwork into their homes
Far from afterthoughts or mere adornments
heir collections Bt right into their surround
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Design Finds From keover Double
Bucks County sature: Kitchen
to the Main Line and Bath Redos

Architect’s

' A Chestnut Hill
Dream Project
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When Eileen Tognini has a party, she does more than host: She curates, Ten years ago, Eileen started invit-
ing emerging and recognized artists from Philadelphia and beyond to show at her family’s bucolic country
house on Hawk Mountain. She called the indoor-outdoor exhibit “Gallery in the Garden.” For artists and
collectors, the salon was the toast of the summer. More recently, Eileen has been hosting—curating—herart
parties on the first floor of her home, a historic townhouse she shares with her husband Tony and daughter
Isabella. Against walls painted for the occasion, site-specific installations and commissions set the mood.
“Having the event in my home gives the work a context,” says Eileen. “I'm curating a moment, an experi-
ence: the food, the people, the visual surroundings. The art creates abackdrop for relationships. It becomes
a common bond among strangers who are no longer strangers when they leave.” From October 30th to
November 27th, Eileen will present “The Titan and the Fireflies,” an exhibit of balloon sculpture by
Jason Hackenwerth, at the just-opened Skybox at 2424 Studios. For more information, see page 88.
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“I try to create art out of the whole entertain-
ing experience,” says Eileen. Below: Global
Dish's hors d'oeuvres on vintage silver plat-
ters mix with organic-feeling tabletop art:
ceramic Twig candlesticks and vessel by
Joanie Turbek, A Day on the Farm cormhusk
and rooster feather shoe by Lenny Wilson,
and Ring Them Bells and Majestic, taxidermy
by Beth Beverly. Below, from left: Joanie
Turbek's Cabbage cup holds vintage shell-
handie Natware. Marilyn Arnold Palley and
Reese Palley. “Death Car™ martinis, with olives
on adomad toothpicks by Rebecca Pulver,
Smokey Blue Cheese from Rogue Creamery in

-

.

Cantral Point, Oregon, Phil Clark of the Train-
ing Station in front of a montage that includes
(left) Knife-Hand, a chromogenic print by
Jenny Lynn, and (right) Paul Cava's Skin Fer-
riz Letter, a collage, pigment print and 19th-
century letter. Artist C. Pazia Mannella and
Eileen; behind Eileen, Julia Stratton's Hostias,
a bronze sculpture. Vintage shell-handie flat-
wara. Photographer Dominic Episcopo. Hors
d'oeuvres by Jen and Mitch Prensky of Supper
Restaurant and Global Dish Caterers. For reci-
pes, see page 78,
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